
How to Read the Bible with Others 
Session 3 

 
Resource: One to One Bible Reading by David Helm 
 
 
 
Preview of Session 3:  Where in the Bible do we begin reading?  What are keys to success? 
 
Review the past 2 weeks of practice 
 
 
Where do we begin reading? 

 Unbeliever:  Goal is to learn about Jesus 
o Mark  
o Genesis 1-12  

 
 Newer believer: Goal is steady maturing walk with Jesus 

o Colossians 
o Philippians, 1 John, Acts 
 

 Mature believer: Goal is the development of spiritual leadership in the lives of others 
o 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 
o Romans, Ephesians, Galatians 
o 1 Corinthians, 1 Peter. Revelation 
o Psalms (select a variety), Isaiah, Hosea 

 
Should each person do preparation in advance? 

 There are advantages to each approach: 
 

 Preparation expected 
o If each person reads ahead and comes with insights and questions, the meeting may be more efficient. 
o This may be an advantage to those who lack confidence. 

 
 Little or no preparation expected 

o Keeps the focus on simply reading the Bible together and encouraging one another with what you find 
together. 

o More transparency about our unanswered questions and difficulties with what we read. 
o Avoids “homework” guilt and fosters self-motivated personal study. 

 
Keys to Success 

1. Reading God’s Word is success. This honors the Lord and is a tool the Holy Spirit uses to convert and grow 
people. 
 

2. One personally, timely application is enough. The goal is not to exhaust the text and answer every question. The 
Bible is sufficiently clear for trust and obedience. 
 

3. Allow for shared personal discovery. Each person may see things in the text others missed or didn’t appreciate. 
 

4. Root your discoveries in the text itself.  Avoid statements such as, “Well I don’t know what the Bible teaches, but 
this is what I think…” 
 

5. Remember the Bible is the best commentary on the Bible.  Allow what is clear in the Bible to inform that which is 
unclear (use cross references and Study Bible notes).  
 
 



6. Have patience and gently correct faulty readings or interpretations. 
 

7. Read from the same translation.  Use an “essentially literal” translation, such as the English Standard Version. 
 

8.  Inform your reading with a broader understanding of the Bible:  
o Biblical Theology: How does your reading fit in to the overall storyline of the Bible? How does the reading 

look toward or look back upon Jesus Christ? 
 

o Systematic Theology: How are particular topics/issues raised in your reading addressed across the Bible? 
 

o Crestview’s Statement of Faith, the Baptist Faith & Message 2000: How does your confessional 
statement of faith inform your reading? 

 

 
 
Who will you invite to begin reading? 
 
Unbelievers 

1. _________________________  
2. _________________________ 

 
New believers 

1. _________________________ 
2. _________________________ 

 
Established believers 

1. _________________________  
2. _________________________ 

 


